BRITISH TWO HANDED FINGER SPELLING ALPHABET
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BASIC HAND SHAPES
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	FLAT HAND
	OPEN HAND
	CLAWED HAND
	BENT HAND
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	CUPPED HAND
	BUNCHED HAND
	CLOSED HAND
	FIST HAND
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	“C” HAND
	FULL “C” HAND
	“O” HAND
	FULL “O” HAND
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	“M” HAND
	“N” HAND
	“R” HAND
	“V” HAND


The last six shapes are based on the RIGHT hand shape of British two handed finger spelling, but could also apply to the left hand.  All shapes can be further clarified, eg: working hand slightly bent, or loosely cupped etc.  If a finger is described as extended it is generally understood that the rest of the hand is closed.



ADDITIONAL HAND SHAPES
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	"Y" HAND
	INDEX HAND
	THUMB HAND
	LITTLE FINGER HAND
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	OPEN PINCHED HAND
	CLOSED PINCHED HAND
	PARALLEL BENT HAND
	PARALLEL FLAT HAND
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	"L" HAND
	TUCKED HAND
	



   DIRECTIONS AND POSITIONS
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	PALMS  IN

POINTING  FORWARD
	
	PALMS  DOWN

POINTING  FORWARD
	
	PALM  IN

POINTING  UP
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	PALM  BACK

POINTING  IN
	
	PALMS  DOWN

POINTING  FORWARD


MOVEMENT


Direction of movement is indicated within the above pictures by arrows

POSITION


Positions are indicated below the above pictures

FACING


The direction the palm is facing is described as eg: “palm back” “palm in” even if the hand is closed

POINTING


The hand may be described as "pointing up", "pointing forward,”  etc: even if the fingers are bent in a different direction or closed

FORMATION


Some signs will be described in detail before any movement takes place.  The shape achieved is called a formation, and the hands maintain this formation during the movement.



            GUIDE TO MOVEMENT SYMBOLS

basic arrow to show direction



hand moves backwards and


of movement





forwards



broken movement
movement in one direction then the other



repeated movement




hands move apart


hands or fingers open and then close



sign ends with stress




open shape closes




closed shape opens




contact on point drawn




small repeated movements
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Circle In





Circle Out
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