
Fables & Stories – The Little Red Hen  

Before Reading:
First:  Talk about 
• Ask what they can see on the front cover. 
• Make links to their own experience.                 

- What do they know about hens? 

Next:  Make links to the story [see slide2 - 5]

- Life on a farm – animals and crops. 
Watch - Find out and talk about

Then: Listen along and talk about the detail in 
the pictures. The story is in words and symbols to help 
practise reading skills. Use the repeated phrases to build 
fluency and confidence – and using a storytelling voice.

After Reading
Finally: Complete the task sheets.  [slides 20-28]

Extension Work: Mr Jelly –
Focus:  Engagement and developing strategies for 
dealing with emotions.   [slides 29-50]

Extra Help / Signing Practise:
There are signed versions of 
these stories on our website.

.



The Little Red Hen – Guidance for teachers 

Set context for the story
[Build understanding of the world around.]

First:  Talk about 
• Ask what they can see on the front cover. 
• Make links to their own experience.                 

- What do they know about hens? 

Next:  Make links to the story [see slides 2 - 5]

- make a mind map of farm animals. 
Watch - Find out about life on a farm – google...

Farm DVD : bee bright - Out & About on the Farm - Amazing Animals!

- make a mind map of things made with wheat 
Watch - Find out how wheat is harvested  google. 

HARVESTING WHEAT - from ' bee bright - OUT AND ABOUT ON THE 
FARM - INCREDIBLE CROPS!'

Then: Listen along and talk about the detail in 
the pictures. 
Focus:  Practise reading skills - the story is in words and 
symbols to help practise reading skills. Use the repeated 
phrases to build fluency and confidence using a 
storytelling voice.

Extra Help / Signing Practise:
There is a signed version of this 
story on our website.

.



Farm DVD : bee bright - Out & About on the Farm - Amazing Animals!



HARVESTING WHEAT - from ' bee bright - OUT AND ABOUT 
ON THE FARM - INCREDIBLE CROPS!'































After Reading:

Check Understanding:
• Read and/or talk about your

favourite page – look at the detail.

• Talk about the jobs the hen asked for 
help with.   
- What were they? 
- Why did the other animals say ‘no’?

Activities to Build Core Skills:
Week 1 The Little Red Hen
Focus: Talk about/build listening skills.  
Explore the story making links to the 
wider world, reading practise and 
phonics work. [And signing skills!]

• setting context [slides 2-5]

• listening, reading, signing skills
[slides 6 - 18]

Week 2 Reading comprehension
Focus: Core reading skills, sequencing 
and character study.      [slides 20-28]

Week 3 Mr Jelly             [slides 29 -50]

Focus: reading comprehension,
Mindfulness - coping with emotions .        

Week 4: Extension work to support 
engagement/revision -Form Tutor led .
[inc. watching animated versions of the 
stories.]



Build skills hearing initial letter sounds and 
recognising the letter.   Draw a line 
between the picture and the letter.



Higher Challenge: Build sight vocabulary.  
Draw a line between the picture and the 
letters.

cat   

rat   

pig   

farm   

corn   

hen   



Supported Challenge Task: 
Build skills hearing final letter sounds.  
Blending initial and final sounds. 

c

an

ap

at
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ot
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an
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an

en p

ig

og



Supported Challenge Task: 
Build skills hearing final letter sounds.  
Blending initial and final sounds. 

co

re

rt

rn

fa

nd

rm

ng

br

ead

ate wind

ow

mill
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Mr Jelly – Guidance for teachers 

Week 3: Set context for the story
[Build understanding of the world around.]

First:  Talk about 
• Ask what they can see on the front cover. 
• Make links to their own experience.                 

- What does ‘frightened’ mean? 
- What things frightened them? 
- Draw a picture of them being frightened of 

something.   Focus on the facial expression + what 
it feels like to be frightened.

Next:  Make links to the story [see slides ]

- Prediction – what things might scare Mr. Jelly?

Then: Listen along and talk about the detail in 
the pictures. 
Focus:  Practise reading comprehension skills – this is a 
harder story to practise listening skills. Key phrases are 
in  words and symbols to help practise reading skills. Ask 
a range of questions to test understanding as you go.

Extra Help / Signing Practise:
There is a signed version of this 
story on our website.





Poor Mr. Jelly was frightened of everything and anything. 
At the slightest little thing he would quiver and tremble 
and shake and turn to jelly.  So it’s not really surprising to 
find that Mr. Jelly lives as far away from everybody as he 
can, in the middle of a wood miles and miles from anywhere. 



This story begins one morning when Mr. Jelly was asleep.  
It was a beautiful autumn morning. The sun was shining and 
the leaves on the trees had turned a glorious red and the 
wind stirred gently in the tree tops.

A single leaf fell gently from the tree right outside Mr. 
Jelly’s house and quietly brushed against his bedroom 
window as it fell. 



Mr. Jelly woke with a start.  ‘What’s that terrible noise! Oh 
heavens the house is falling down, it’s an earthquake, it’s 
the end of the world.’

He hid under the bedclothes trembling with fright. 



After an hour, by which time he realised that his house 
wasn’t falling down, there wasn’t an earthquake and the 
world wasn’t coming to an end Mr Jelly peeped out from 
under the bedclothes. 

‘Phew!’ he said. ‘Thank goodness for that!’ And he got up and 
went downstairs to make his breakfast. 



Mr Jelly poured the milk on his cornflakes. Snap crackle
pop went the cornflakes. 

‘Help! What was that?’ cried Mr. Jelly and he dived under 
the table quivering and shaking from head to toe.  

Eventually Mr Jelly did come out and he ate his breakfast.  



After breakfast Mr Jelly thought that he’d go for a walk.  
He was walking through the woods when a worm poked its 
head out of the ground. 

‘Morning?’ said the worm. Mr Jelly nearly jumped out of his 
skin.  Then he saw the worm.  ‘It’s a snake, a man-eating 
snake! Oh, I’m going to be eaten alive!’



And he jumped up into a tree.  
‘What a fuss!’ said the worm and went back into his hole.

After an hour Mr Jelly felt brave enough to climb down 
from the tree and continue his walk.  Eventually he came 
out of the other side of the wood and into a field. 



It was an empty field... or was it?  

In the long grass in the middle of the field, unseen by Mr 
Jelly, there was a man enjoying a sleep in the autumn 
sunshine.

The man, fast asleep, snored. 



‘It’s a lion, I heard it growl!’ shrieked Mr Jelly. ‘Oh dear, a 
huge lion with enormous teeth that’s going to bite me in two 
... a huge lion with enormous sharp teeth that’s going to bite 
me in two if not three!’ 

And he fainted.



All the commotion awakened the man. Who yawned, 
stretched, sat up and saw Mr Jelly lying on ground.  
‘Oh deary me’ he said.  He was a kindly man.  He picked up 
Mr Jelly and placed him gently in the palm of his hand. 

Mr Jelly woke up and rubbed his eyes. Then he saw the man 
looking at him. ‘Oh disaster!’ he screamed.



‘I used to be nervous like you,’ said the man, ‘but I learnt 
how not to be. Would you like me to tell you the secret?’

Mr Jelly quivered and shook and said, ‘Yes, p p p p-please.’

‘It’s very simple.’ said the man. ‘All you have to do is count 
very slowly up to ten and you’ll find that whatever was 
frightening you isn’t so frightening after all.’ 



He set Mr Jelly gently down on the ground.
‘Remember,’ he said, ‘count to ten.’  And off he went.

Mr Jelly thought that it would be a very good idea if he 
went home.  Back across the field he went. Back through 
the woods he went.  He was walking through the woods 
when he stepped on a little twig.  Snap! went the twig.



‘What’s that!’ he shrieked.  ‘A terrible snapping noise. It’s a 
tree falling down, it’s a crocodile hiding in the bushes 
snapping it’s teeth!’   ... Then he stopped.

He took a deep breath and slowly counted. ‘1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 
7, 8, 9, 10.’ And then he saw that what had gone snap was a 
twig, nothing but a twig.  ‘It worked!’ he smiled.



Mr Jelly had almost reached his house when a leaf gently 
drifted down from a tree on top of him. 

‘Help! Police! I’m being kidnapped!’ he shouted. 

Then he stopped.  He took a deep breath.  ‘1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 
8, 9, 10.’   And then he saw that what had fallen on him was 
only a leaf. ‘It works!’ he smiled. 



And do you know, it did!  He never screams or shakes or 
quivers or trembles anymore.  In fact, he’s become quite 
relaxed.  

And he never hides under the bedclothes 
– well, not very often anyway!  



Google ‘Mr Men, Mr Jelly’










