
What are we learning in this pack?
Learning Focus: As we are  stuck in lockdown we 
are going to stretch our thoughts beyond home 
and school and think about travelling to 
different countries around the world. We will be 
practising skills reading fiction + non-fiction 
texts, talking about what we find out and 
practising our research and writing skills too!

Non-Fiction: The Hen Who Sailed Around the 
World [A true story.]

Fiction:  Around the World in 80 Days [extract]

Week 1:  Reading + Understanding
Short introduction [slide 2-3]

Read non-fiction text [slides 4-11]  

- watch, read and/or listen to and talk 
about.                      [Video on the website]                   

- answer questions to check understanding  

- short writing task [slides 12 - 17]

Week 2: Research  Facts + information
-What do humans and then hens need to 
survive a long sea journey? [slide 18- 20]

-Find out about ONE of the places Guirec
and Monique visit.                  [slides 21-22]              

- read and discuss [video links to support]

- identify and record key information 

Week 3: Extended Writing 
- write expressing a personal opinion 
- write an advice sheet           [slide 23-26]

Week 4: Extension Text  - Fiction
- Form Tutor led: reinforce key themes and 
skills [abridged + original text available]                                          

[slide 27-37]



Setting Context: The Hen Who Sailed Around the World  [non-fiction text]  
What does non-fiction mean?   [Check the bottom of the page to see if you’re right.]

Have you ever wanted to travel?  Maybe you have a place you’d like to go to on holiday –
maybe you’re dreaming of somewhere warm, golden sand and relaxing by the sea.  Or 
maybe you have an adventurous spirit and want to explore more remote places?  

The texts this week both focus on people who want to see the world.  The first text is 
written by Guirec Soudée.  He shares his three-and-a-half year adventure around the world 
with his brave and loving red hen, Monique.  Together they were an unstoppable team  -
even when they became stranded in the ice off Greenland for four months. Monique saved 
Guirec’s life by laying eggs which kept him alive until the ice melted and they could finally 
continue their journey.

Guirec documented their journey 
together through photographs and 
an online blog. 
Ready to read?  
Okay, let’s start!

Non-fiction = writing that is about facts or real events
Fiction = a made up story – something that is told or written that is not fact 



1. Start 
Set off from France

4. Greenland 
Stuck for 130 days

5. Alaska  
Met Bosco

2. Canary Islands 
Met Monique!

France

UK  + 
Ireland

3. Caribbean 
Getting ready for our
North Atlantic adventure

6. The End - California 
We’d travelled 17,500 miles!

Use this map to
track our journey 



When I decided to set off from France on my around-the-world 
adventure, everyone told me I couldn’t bring a hen.
“She’ll just make trouble,” they said.  “She’ll hate the sea too 
much to lay eggs.”  And then I met Monique.  She laid an egg 
her very first night on board!  She loves the ocean, and so do I.

Monique immediately begins following me everywhere.  She is 
so curious about me, our ship and our upcoming adventure 
-although she is not a very skilled navigator yet.

My brave hen loves being outside on the ocean most of all.  Every morning she sings to 
tell me she is awake, and then on the deck she catches flying fish in her beak!



After much preparation in the West Indies, we set off for 
Greenland.  We will try to be the youngest navigator and 
first chicken ever to cross the dangerous Northwest 
Passage over Canada.

It is just us and the ocean, and we are flying! Whether I am 
raising the sail or keeping a lookout, Monique is always 
trying to help out (although she is not in fact very helpful.)

We listen to a lot of music while working.  Sometimes Monique doesn’t like the song, 
and she turns her head fast at me to say, “Guirec! Are you serious?” Then I must change 
the song right away.

Every time I catch a fish, Monique jumps on it to eat it first.  If it were up to her, I would 
have nothing to eat but eggs.  When I feed Monique, she is so happy, she sings with all 
her heart.  That is the best song of all.



Monique has two houses, one inside and one outside, but she doesn’t spend any time in 
them.  She is simply not happy unless she is helping me sail. And I will need her help for 
the challenges ahead!

From here on out, the waters will be very dangerous.  Huge waves crash around our little 
boat, but together, we are not afraid.

Then we see it – our first iceberg!  Thrilled, we capture 
the moment with my special drone camera.

Of course, while I am taking our “bravest adventures” 
photo, Monique poops on my should.  I am so upset 
with her, and she just sings.



I didn’t know if Monique would like paddle-boarding, but this adventurous hen cannot 
stand to be left behind – and her board is even cooler than mind!

Neither of us has ever seen ice like this before!  Monique is not afraid of anything.  Every 
morning, I have to cut the ice down to prevent it from sinking the boat.  Monique is no 
help!

Soon, the ice freezes us in.  We must wait out the ice, which is called “over-wintering.”  
We will be frozen in for four months.
And yet, it is impossible to be afraid: 

The unknown is so beautiful.



Even when the boat is stuck, Monique will not be stopped! She loves to stretch her legs 
and explore.  Since Monique will not stay on the boat, I sacrifice two of my gloves to 
make her a sweater to keep her warm on her adventures. 

What do you think I eat for these four months of ice?  
Eggs, of course!  And for Monique, we have over one
hundred pounds of seeds.  I hide dried insects in her 
food for special treats.

The most curious hen you’ve ever met, my first mate
explores both outside and inside. There is no one else 

for miles, but it’s not a problem – Monique is very 
talkative.  Her company and her eggs both save me during this long winter.



At last, after 130 days, the ice begins to crack and split!  We are free!  

Monique and I meet many amazing friends in the Arctic.  
We escort a deer on her swim to protect her from sea lions, 
and we respectfully greet a polar bear.  Monique parades 
proudly for these husky puppies: the first chicken they have 
ever seen.

Finally, one day Monique and I look at each other, and we 
decide it is time for this brave crew to sail home.  

Of course, before we depart, we must patch up the boat.  
Monique helps by finding all the holes.  Bosco the dog 
briefly joins the crew!  He is a little troublemaker, and 
sometimes Monique pecks him with her beak to say, 
“Hey, calm down.”



We did it!  We are the youngest navigator and first 
chicken ever to sail the Northwest Passage.

We friends have sailed over 17,500 miles together in this wild, 
majestic landscape, silent but for Monique’s singing, and we 
will always remember it.

To be honest, it is hard to say goodbye to the adventure.  
Monique and I are so blissful on the ocean together.  
It is time to rest, but we know in our hearts that soon we will 
be back.  

Where will our next journey take us?



Read and talk about 
key information. 
Focus: Understanding key 
points in a non-fiction 
text.

Breaking Records! We became the youngest solo sailor 
and first chicken ever to sail the treacherous 
Northwest Passage over Canada!

How long? The whole journey 
took about 1,300 days – over 3 
½ years – because we made so 
many long stops to meet and 
learn from new friends.

Food: I caught many fish: tuna, bream, halibut, cod, 
salmon, as well as lobster, crabs, shrimp – not to 
mention the hundreds of flying fish that flew on board 
for Monique to catch.     And, of course...

... over the course of the 
adventure, Monique laid 1,040 
eggs!



1. Who is Guirec Soudée?  

Guirec Soudée is a young explorer who became the youngest navigator in the world to
cross the Northwest Passage alone.     

2.   Who is Monique and why did Guirec bring her on his journey?  Why did everyone tell 
him not to take her?  [Use the text - answer in as much detail as you can]

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Check your understanding – answer these questions:  One has been done for you.
Top Tip: Don’t just rely on your memory, practise using the text to find ‘evidence’.         
You can use direct quotes [words copied from the text “.....”]  or indirect quote [a summary in your 
own words].     Answer each question as fully as you can.



3. What does Monique enjoy doing? [Use the text - answer in as much detail as you can] 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

4.  Where did Guirec and Monique set off from?  What were they trying to achieve?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________



5.  List three amazing things Guirec and Monique saw on their journey?   

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6.  Explain why their journey was so dangerous. [Use the text - answer in as much detail as you 
can] 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________



7.     Would you like to have gone on the adventure with Guirec and Monique? 
TopTip: Try to include reasons for and against in your answer.  Structure your answer
clearly.  Opening sentence stating your view, explain giving reasons using evidence from
the text and then a final concluding statement – persuade the reader to agree with you!

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________



8.    Use the picture sequence below to re-tell Guirec’s travel blog in your own words.  

Focus:  Write in ‘character’ as Guirec. Include what Guirec sees/does but also how he feels.

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________



8.  Continued...  

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________



Task: Research facts and information on the following topics.
Focus: Read, watch and discuss – share your ideas, listen to others
Find and write down important information – clear notes in your own words.

Topic 1: How to surviving a long sea journey
-What do humans need to survive?  
-What do hens need to survive? 
[Think about food/drink, different climates, clothing, equipment]

Topic 2: Where would you like to travel to?
- Look at the map of Guirec’s journey.                                                                                                                     
-Talk about what the places he visited.  
- Decide on one country to find out more about.  
[Think about climate, what you could see and do AND                                                                          
how you would get there. ]

Video links you might find helpful.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yenmhIuAkIc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bJhct9CPlPs

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yenmhIuAkIc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bJhct9CPlPs


________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Making Clear Notes: Research Topic 1:   How to surviving a long sea journey
-What do humans need to survive?  
-What do hens need to survive? 
[Think about food/drink, different climates, clothing, equipment]

Focus: Must be in your own words [don’t copy bit chunks of text]
Write clearly – so you can read your notes back
Keep your sentences short 
Add drawings of diagrams if you want
Don’t worry too much about spelling – this is a reading challenge!



________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Research Topic 1  continued...



________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Making Clear Notes: Research Topic 2:   Where would you like to travel to?
- Look at the map of Guirec’s journey.                                                                                                                     
-Talk about what the places he visited.  
- Decide on one country to find out more about.  
[Think about climate, what you could see and do AND
how you would get there. ]

Focus: Must be in your own words [don’t copy big chunks of text]
Write clearly – so you can read your notes back
Keep your sentences short - Add drawings or diagrams if you want
Don’t worry too much about spelling – this is a reading challenge!



_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

Research Topic 2  continued...



_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

Extended Writing Task:  Would you like to travel to the country you researched?
Focus: Think carefully, explain  your reasons including why you feel this way.  You need to give at 
least three reasons why.   What would make you want to go?  What would you miss about home?                            
Remember to make your writing entertaining for your reader.  Use a range of punctuation. [. , ? ! “..”]   



________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Extended writing   continued...



Challenge Writing Task:  Write  a Traveller’s Advice Sheet for anyone thinking of 
making a journey like Guirec’s.  [Your target audience is your 18 – 28]

Focus: Use your research – what would a 
traveller need to know to keep safe?                             
Remember :  Think about the key 
information you need to communicate, 
how to make the information clear and 
attractive so that your audience read it!

title
text boxes 
short clear information 
pictures/illustrations 
size of text 
colour
clear subheadings
bullet points 
language devices –
e.g. puns, alliteration, rhetorical questions

Read and discuss this example advice sheet. 
WWW and EBI?  



Read this example.
Make brief notes -

WWW + EBI?



This story was written in 1871 by a French 
writer called Jules Verne [1828 – 1905].  
He wrote many famous novels including 
this one.  Have you heard of sci-fi stories  
20,000 Leaves Under the Sea or Journey 
to the Centre of the Earth? They are very 
important in the history of Sci-Fi writing. 

The story is about a man called Phileas
Fogg. One day he read in the newspaper 
that it was possible to travel around the 
world in only eight days. When he told his 
friends they laughed.  
“It can’t be done!” said one. 
So Phileas Fogg set out to prove it could. 

He had to use a wide variety of transport 
on his journey around the world.

What transport do you think he would 
have been able to use in 1871?

What transport could we use in 2021?

Abridged text means = easier word 
choices and simplified storyline to 
help the reader follow the story.



Where we pick up the story, Phileas Fogg and his loyal butler, Passepartout, have 
travelled from London to France, across Europe, to Africa then India and then America.  
They now have to cross America from San Francisco on the west coast to New York on the 
east coast .  The final part of their journey will be to sail across the vast Atlantic Ocean 
back to the United Kingdom and then race back to London.  Time is running out – they 
have a long way to go and not much time!

They had no time to waste.  Fogg and Passepartout raced to catch their next ship, for San 
Francisco.  Passepartout began to think Fogg would win his bet but he also knew 
Inspector Fix thought Phileas Fogg was the runaway thief and wanted to arrest him – if 
he did this they would never get back to London in time!  

Luckily their journey on a steam ship went smoothly and they arrived safely in San 
Francisco.  The Pacific Railroad steamed right across the country to New York.  It had 
every luxury on board, from                                                                                                  
shops to restaurants, but it                                                                                                 
still had to wait when a herd                                                                                                
of buffalo crossed the track!  

Reading Comprehension Task :  Around the World in 80 Days
Read and discuss this abridged version of the story.  



The next obstacle was a shaky bridge. “I’ll cross at top speed!” said the driver.  He went 
so fast the wheels barely touched the tracks. The train reared up and jumped across.  As 
it landed on the other side, the bridge crashed into the river. 

Soon after that, they hit real trouble.  The train was steaming by some rocky cliffs, when 
a band of Sioux warriors jumped onto its roof.  The warriors quickly took over driving the 
train.  Passepartout sped into action.  Crawling under the train, he wriggled and swung 
all the way to the engine, without being seen.  Then he unhooked the engine and the 
train slowly came to a halt...just beside the station. 

But when Fogg looked for Passepartout a few seconds later,                                                     
he’d gone.  
“The warriors took him when they fled!” shouted a guard.

Calling over some soldiers, Fogg went into the hills to look                                                         
for him. It took all day to find and free Passepartout.  They 
then had to camp out overnight                                                 
and only got back to the station  
the following morning.  By then                                                
their train had left without them.



“What will we do now?” exclaimed Passepartout.  Luckily a man with a land yacht 
offered to help.  Soon, they were gliding over the snow.  Wind filled the yacht’s sails and 
it whizzed over the icy plains.  

They caught up with the train for New York at the very next station.                                         
It puffed across the country at top speed.  Fogg still had a chance!  

They finally stopped at a station by the steamship pier, on the bank                                                         
of the Hudson River in New York.  But the ship to England had already left – only forty-
five minutes earlier.

No other steamers could take them across the Atlantic Ocean in time.  Passepartout was 
crushed, but Fogg didn’t give up, he visited every ship in the port. Once again, he found a 
captain who would take passengers.                                                                                           

The ship was fast but it was now winter and the weather                                                                      
was terrible. Then the engineer gave Fogg more bad news.  
“The coal for the boiler is running out!” he said grimly.



Once again, Fogg did not give up.  He ordered the sailors to cut down the mast and chop 
it into logs.  Then he told the astonished men to burn the wood in the ship’s boiler.

Over the next three days, the sailors burned                                                                                 
the ship’s bridge...  the cabins                                                                                             
... And even the decks.  

By the time they reached England, only the                                                                                   
ship’s metal hull was left! 

They landed in Liverpool, with just enough time for Fogg to catch a train to London and 
win his bet...but fate stepped in his way yet again.  Inspector Fix, still convinced Fogg was 
the criminal he had been seeking, arrested him. This led to a                                                                
three hour delay where he was arrested and then freed by a                                                                   
very embarrassed and apologetic Inspector Fix! 

Fogg paid for a special train which roared down to London.                                                                        
As it pulled in, he checked the station clock 8:55.          

Fogg had lost his bet by just ten minutes.



So how did it all end?

Phileas Fogg was of course disappointed however his trip around the world had found 
him a treasure more precious than money – love!  He had met and fallen in love with 
Princess Aouda when he was in India.  She had returned to England with him and Fogg
was overjoyed when she agreed to marry him.  

However, when Passepartout went to see the priest to
book the wedding he came back with incredible news.  
“Not Monday tomorrow,” he gasped. “Tomorrow, Sunday.  
Today is ...SATURDAY!”

Going around the world to the east had gained Fogg an                                                                              
extra day.  He had ten minutes left to get to the club and                                                                   
win his bet.                                                      

Fogg raced there just in time and won                                                                                             
twenty thousand pounds!  

Real-Life Phileas Fogg? Did you know?
Phileas Fogg is a fictional character in a story.  However, after the book was published several people 
tried to see if it was possible to travel around the world in 80 days.  The first one to succeed was 
Nellie Bly in 1889.  She completed the journey in 72 days, meeting Jules Verne in France  on her way.





Chapter 26
IN WHICH PHILEAS FOGG AND PARTY TRAVEL BY THE PACIFIC RAILROAD

"From ocean to ocean"—so say the Americans; and these four words compose the 
general designation of the "great trunk line" which crosses the entire width of the United 
States. New York and San Francisco are thus united by an uninterrupted metal ribbon, 
which measures no less than three thousand seven hundred and eighty-six miles. 
Between Omaha and the Pacific the railway crosses a territory which is still infested by 
many dangers including wild beasts.

The journey from New York to San Francisco consumed, previously, under the most 
favourable conditions, at least six months. It is now accomplished in seven days using the 
Pacific Railway and would, Phileas Fogg hoped,— enable him to catch the Atlantic 
steamer at New York on the 11th which was due to sail to Liverpool.

The car which he occupied was supplied with two rows of seats, perpendicular to the 
direction of the train on either side of an aisle. Passengers were able to pass from one 
end of the train to the other. There were restaurants, and smoking-cars. Book and news 
dealers, sellers of edibles, drinkables, and cigars, who seemed to have plenty of 
customers, were continually circulating in the aisles.

Extension Reading Task :  Around the World in 80 Days – Extract from the Original text
Read and then discuss the writer’s use of language in abridged text on slides ...-32 and 
the original text.  Make brief notes. 



The train left Oakland station at six o'clock. It was already night, cold and cheerless, the 
heavens being overcast with clouds which seemed to threaten snow. The train did not 
proceed rapidly; counting the stoppages, it did not run more than twenty miles an hour, 
which was a sufficient speed, however, to enable it to still reach Omaha on time.

There was but little conversation in the carriage, and soon many of the passengers were 
overcome with sleep.  Snow began to fall an hour after they started, a fine snow, 
however, which happily could not obstruct the train; nothing could be seen from the 
windows but a vast, white sheet, against which the smoke of the locomotive had a 
greyish aspect.

At eight o'clock a steward entered the car and announced that the time for going to bed 
had arrived; and in a few minutes the car was transformed into a dormitory. The backs of 
the seats were thrown back, bedsteads carefully packed were rolled out by an ingenious 
system and soon each traveller had a comfortable bed, protected from curious eyes by 
thick curtains. The sheets were clean and the pillows soft. It only remained to go to bed 
and sleep which everybody did—while the train sped on across the State of California.

The next morning, having breakfasted, Mr. Fogg and his companions resumed their 
places in the car, and observed the varied landscape which unfolded itself as they passed 
along the vast prairies, the mountains lining the horizon, and the creeks, with their 
frothy, foaming streams. Sometimes a great herd of buffaloes, massing together in the 
distance, seemed like a moveable dam.



These innumerable multitudes of ruminating beasts often form an insurmountable 
obstacle to the passage of the trains; thousands of them have been seen passing over 
the track for hours together, in compact ranks. The locomotive is then forced to stop and 
wait till the road is once more clear.

This happened, indeed, to the train in which Mr. Fogg was travelling. About twelve 
o'clock a troop of ten or twelve thousand head of buffalo encumbered the track. The 
locomotive, slackening its speed, tried to clear the way with its cow-catcher; but the 
mass of animals was too great. The buffaloes marched along with a tranquil gait, uttering 
now and then deafening bellowings. There was no use of interrupting them, for, having 
taken a particular direction, nothing can change their course; it is a torrent of living flesh 
which no dam could contain.

The travellers gazed on this curious spectacle from the platforms; Phileas Fogg waited 
philosophically until it should please the buffaloes to get out of the way. The engineer 
did not try to overcome the obstacle, and he was wise. He would have crushed the first 
buffaloes, no doubt, with the cow-catcher; but the locomotive, however powerful, would 
soon have been stopped, the train would inevitably have been thrown off the track, and 
would then have been helpless.  The best course was to wait patiently, and regain the 
lost time by greater speed when the obstacle was removed.  The procession of buffaloes 
lasted three full hours, and it was night before the track was clear. 

It was half-past nine when the train, with its weary passengers, arrived in Utah, the 
region of the Great Salt Lake, the singular colony of the Mormon religion.



Ideas for Extension Work:
Task 1 Find out more. - Complete research on ONE type of transport from the story OR

ONE modern type of transport – anything from steam trains to space rockets!

Present the information you have discovered.  
Task 2 Make an Information Poster - Share what you have found out .
Remember :  Think about the key information you need to communicate, how to make 
the information clear and attractive so that your audience will read it!

title           text boxes         short clear information     pictures/illustrations/diagrams 
size of text    colour     clear subheadings    bullet points      labels     ‘find out more’ links


