
Countries & Cultures – The Snail and the Whale by Julia Donaldson
Before Reading

First: Talk about the theme 
- Look at the cover, discuss what you can see, use descriptive language to 

talk about what is on the cover
Next: Make predictions
- What do you think will happen in the story?
- Where might they go?
Then: Listen along and talk about the detail in the pictures. 
- The story is in words and symbols 
to help your child join in and practise their reading skills

After Reading 

Finally: Complete the task sheets (slides 25-30)
Extension Work: 
- watch the snail and whale and retell the story in your own words 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m000cslw/the-snail-and-the-
whale

- Find out places humpback whales do like to visit, see if you can locate 
them on a map of the world, what famous sights might you see there?

- Practice doing some looping, curling writing/making looping curling shapes 
like the snail 

- Snail and Whale acrostic poems  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m000cslw/the-snail-and-the-whale














































After Reading 

Comprehension work to check understanding
- Who is in the story? describe and draw (slide 

25)
- What doing? What are the characters in the 

story doing? Sequence events from the story 
(slide 26)

- Write a postcard – as the snail write a postcard 
back to the flock on the rock as black as soot 
about what you enjoyed seeing the most while 
travelling with the whale (slide 27)

Activities to build core skills
- Find the initial sounds (slide 28)
- Match the rhyming words (slide 29)
- Suggest rhyming words (slide 30)



Discuss who is in 
the story and what 
they look like. 

Verbally practice 
building descriptive 
sentences about 
the characters. 



Think about who is in the 
part of the story being 
talked about and what 
they are doing.





Build skills hearing initial letter sounds and 
recognising the letter. 






