
Skullabones Island Five Minutes To Bed Pirate Story

Before Reading:
First: Briefly look through all the slides.
• Ask what they can see on the front cover. 
• Ask what they know about pirates.                 

- What do pirates look like?  
- What do pirates do and say?

Next:  
• Practise naming parts of a pirate ship. [slide 2]
• Practise speaking in a pirate captain voice:
Remember: The Captain is in charge and tells the other pirates 
what to do so make your voice loud and clear!

“Swab the decks!”
“Climb the rigging!”
“Polish the port holes!”
“Mend the mast!”
“Sew the sails!”
“Bedtime me hearties!”

Finally: Listen along and talk about the story.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bl5EKP1y4Ic

Extra Help / Signing Practise:
There is a signed version of 
this story for you to join in 
with on our website.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bl5EKP1y4Ic


Talk through the words we use for different parts of a ship.

ship

mast

sail

port hole

rigging             
= rope ladders

flag

rope

deck



The pirate ship bobbed gently as the sun set in the sky.  
When all who served aboard her heard a timber shivering 
cry. “Bedtime me hearties!” 

Use your hand to act out the bobbing waves.  Practise your pirate captain voice.



“But Captain, we’re not tired yet, we’re the terror of the 
seas. We’re rough, tough, noisy pirates, just 5 more 
minutes please.” 

“Not tired,” Captain Cutler said, “then very well my crew. 5 
minutes more can hardly hurt besides there’s lots to do!”

5 more minutes please!



There’s a mast to mend

and one of you terrors can 
swab the deck!

[swab = wash] 

Talk about the jobs you can see the pirates doing.  Which job would want you do?

and rigging to check



What did the pirate captain say?  How many rats is the cat chasing?  Will he catch them? 

The pirate ship bobbed gently as the twilight slowly fell.  
When all who served aboard her heard a gang plank 
rattling yell. “Bedtime me hearties!” 



“But Captain, we’re not tired yet, we’re the terrors of the 
seas. We’re rough, tough, noisy pirates, just 4 more 
minutes please.” 

“Alright, alright,” the Captain cried, “pipe down for pity’s 
sake.  I’ll let you have 4 minutes more but since you’re wide 
awake...”

4 more minutes please!



“There’s a cannon to mend

and sails to patch and 
timber to varnish 

and rats to catch.”

Talk about the jobs you can see the pirates doing.  Which job would want you do?



The pirate ship bobbed gently as the night began to fall.  
When all who served aboard her heard a jig boom jiggling 
roar. “Bedtime me hearties!” 

What did the pirate captain say?  What game are the pirates playing?  Can you spot 1 rat? 



“But Captain, we’re not tired yet, we’re the terrors of the 
seas. We’re rough, tough, noisy pirates, just 3 more 
minutes please.” 

“By barnacles,” Captain cried, “3 minutes more you ask. Well 
as things aren’t quite ship-shape I’ll find you each a task.”

3 more minutes please!



“There’s treasure to count
and rope to coil
port holes to polish
and chain to oil.”

Lots of jobs to do on a pirate ship!  Which job would you want to do?



The pirate ship bobbed gently as the twinkling stars came 
out.  When all who served aboard her heard a poop deck 
shuddering shout. “Bedtime me hearties!” 

What did the pirate captain say?  Are any of the pirates looking tired yet? 



“But Captain, we’re not tired yet, we’re the terrors of the 
seas. We’re rough, tough, noisy pirates, just 2 more 
minutes please.” 

“Enough, enough,” the Captain cried, “no need to go berserk. 
2 minutes more will do no harm and so get back to work!”

2 more minutes please!



“There’s washing to scrub
and hats to stitch
and cracks in the hull to 
seal with pitch.”

Lots of jobs to do on a pirate ship! What job would you want to do?
I can definitely see some sleepy pirates now – can you? 



The pirate ship bobbed gently as the moon peeped round 
the sail.  When all who served aboard her heard a cutlass 
quivering wail. “Bedtime me hearties!” 



“But Captain, we’re not tired yet, we’re the terrors of the 
seas. We’re rough, tough, noisy pirates, just 1 more minute 
please.” 

“Suffering skiffs,” the Captain cried, “alright, 1 minute 
more but since you’re feeling full of beans I’ve chores for 
you galore!”

1 more minute please!



“There’s supper to serve 
and stores to stow
and cabins to tidy down 
below.”

SO many jobs to do on a pirate ship! What job would you want to do?
How many sleepy pirates can you see? 



The pirate ship bobbed gently in the moon’s pale silver 
light.  When all who served aboard her were as silent as 
the night.  



“Not tired 
shipmates? 
Now you are.

Sleep well my 
rough, tough 
crew. ” 

Z Z Z Z Z Z

The pirates are finally 
asleep in bed.
Which bed looks the best 
to sleep in?  Why?



After Reading:

Check Understanding:

• Read and/or talk about your
favourite part of the story.
Look at all the detail in the 
picture to help you.

• Talk about all the jobs they had 
to do on board the pirate ship. 
The pirate crew had to work 
together to get all the jobs done. 
Which job do you think you could 
help with? 

[This work will help you with the 
second part of our work this week.  
Are you ready?  Then click on the 
next powerpoint -
W5 Becoming A Pirate BLUE as ]

The rat is dreaming about cheese.
The cat is dreaming about the rat.
What do you dream about when you go 
to sleep at night? 

“And now my little pirate, it’s 
bed time for you too!”


